106                     THE LIFE AND WRITINGS
Gen. Eaton, of Tripoli fame, sought with him in September, 1806. Eaton was said to feel aggrieved at the failure of the government to recognize the value of his services in Africa. He had been approached by Burr in Washington and had not been averse to listening to him. He now warned the President, but so guardedly as to offer no sure ground for executive action. Toward the last of October, more specific information came from the West. Burr's agents made no concealment of establishing a military encampment near Marietta, Ohio. There they were joined by armed parties from up the river. Various explanations were given of their destination. Some openly declared that the purpose of the expedition embraced the separation of the West from the Union.
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